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• Southwest, Southern Plains, Midwest, and Lower 
Mississippi Valley were wet. 

– Record wet with record flooding in Louisiana  

• Drier than average in West and along parts of the East 
Coast  

• Warm and dry conditions in the West created ideal 
wildfire conditions.  

Temperature: 73.6°F, +1.5°F, 17th warmest August on record 
Precipitation: 3.47”, +0.85”, 2nd wettest August on record 
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• West Coast, Midwest, Southeast, and Northeast were 
warmer than average.  

– CT, DE, MD, MA, NJ, NY, PA, and RI record warm. 

• Near- to below-average temperatures were observed in 
the Rockies, Great Plains, and Southwest. 

Statewide Temperature Ranks August 2016 
Period: 1895-2016 (122 years) 

Statewide Precipitation Ranks, August 2016 
Period: 1895-2016 (122 years) 
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• Above-average dew points (measure of moisture) were 
observed for locations east of the Great Plains.  

– Increased heat index, nighttime temperatures, 
and precipitation   

• Below-average dew points in the West were associated 
with ideal wildfire conditions during the season.  

 

• Southwest, Central Rockies, and much of the East were 
much warmer than average. 

– CA, CT, and RI were each record warm.  

• Daytime temperatures were 1.8°F warmer than average – 
10th warmest. Nighttime temperatures were 2.4° above 
average – record warm.  

Statewide Temperature Ranks Jun-Aug 2016 
Period: 1895-2016 (122 years) 

Dew point Departures from Average Jun-Aug 2016 
Base Period:1981-2010 

Temperature: 73.5°F, +2.1°F, 5th warmest June-August on record 
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Period Avg Temp Departure Rank  

Aug 2016 
1-month period 

53.3°F +3.8°F 3rd warmest 

Jun - Aug 2016 
3-month period 

53.6°F +3.1°F 2nd warmest 

Mar - Aug 2016 
6-month period 

42.8°F +5.6°F Record warm 

Jan - Aug 2016 
8-month period 

36.4°F +7.6°F Record warm 

Dec 2015 - Aug 2016 
9-month period 

33.3°F +7.3°F Record warm 

Sep 2015 - Aug 2016 
12-month period 

32.3°F +6.3°F Record warm 

Mar 2015 - Aug 2016 
18-month period 

35.1°F +5.4°F Record warm 

Sep 2014 - Aug 2016 
24-month period 

31.4°F +5.4°F 
Record warm 
 

Sep 2013 - Aug 2016 
36-month period 

30.8°F +4.8°F Record warm 

Sep 2012 - Aug 2016 
48-month period 

29.6°F +3.7°F Record warm 

Sep 2011 - Aug 2016 
60-month period 

28.8°F +2.9°F 2nd warmest  

Alaska Average Temperature Sep-Aug 
1925-2016 
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 18.3% of Contiguous U.S. in Drought  
(      2.8 percentage points since early August) 

• Improvement: Northern and Southern Great Plains, Midwest, and parts of the Southeast 

• Degradation: Northern and Central Rockies, Northeast, and Mid-Atlantic 

• Outside CONUS: Improving drought for parts of Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
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• 1st  hurricane to make 
landfall along Apalachee Bay 
since 1966 

• Weak cat. 1, winds 80 mph 
and 982 mb central pressure 

• Storm surge of 4-6’ in 
Wakulla County and 8-9’ in 
Dixie 

• 80% of Tallahassee 
customers lost power 

• 13 tornado warnings, 3 
confirmed in Taylor county 
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Consecutive days at or above 90 degrees 
• Warmest July on record 

statewide, 3rd warmest 
summer (June – Aug.) 

• 253 Tmax records 
broken or tied, 646 Tmin 

• 74 consecutive days 
with minimum 
temperatures at or 
above 72 at Tallahassee 
(June 24 – Sept.5) 
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August Average Rainfall 

August 2016 

90 - day Deficits 
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• Sea surface temperatures 

– Below normal SSTs in equatorial 
Pacific 

– Above normal SSTs in the mid-
latitudes of the Pacific 

– Above normal SSTs for much of the 
Atlantic for August. 

 

• ENSO forecast 

– ENSO-Neutral conditions observed 

– ENSO Alert System: Not Active 

– ENSO-Neutral conditions  favored 
(55-60%) during the Northern 
Hemisphere fall and winter 2016-17. 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_sep2016/enso-alert-readme.shtml
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October Average  
Temperature Probability 

October Total 
Precipitation Probability 
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Oct-Nov-Dec Average  
Temperature Probability 

Oct-Nov-Dec Total  
Precipitation Probability 
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Valid for September 15 – December 31, 2016 

Released September 15, 2016 
U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook 
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period 
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For More Information 

TODAY’S PRESENTATION: 

• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental Information:                        
www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

• Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• Dates for upcoming reports: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/monthly-releases 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

Florida Office of the State Climatologist: http://climatecenter.fsu.edu/  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

NOAA Media Contacts: 

• John. Leslie@noaa.gov, 301-713-0214 (NOAA Office of Communications/NESDIS) 

• Brady.Phillips@noaa.gov, 202-482-2365 (NOAA Office of Communications/HQ) 
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